W-4.8003b.9004

Directory For Worship

b.

prayers of confession, intercession, and supplication,

c. declarations of forgiveness and freedom from guilt and
shame,
d. expressions of praise and thanksgiving for forgiveness
and reconciliation,
e.

enactments of mutual commitment and reconciliation.

W-4.9000

9.

W-4.9001

Marriage is a gift God has given to all humankind for the
well-being of the entire human family. Marriage involves a
unique commitment between two people, traditionally a man
and a woman, to love and support each other for the rest of
their lives. The sacrificial love that unites the couple sustains
them as faithful and responsible members of the church and
the wider community.

W-4.9002

In civil law, marriage is a contract that recognizes the
rights and obligations of the married couple in society. In the
Reformed tradition, marriage is also a covenant in which God
has an active part, and which the community of faith publicly
witnesses and acknowledges.

W-4.9003

If they meet the requirements of the civil jurisdiction in
which they intend to marry, a couple may request that a service of Christian marriage be conducted by a teaching elder in
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), who is authorized, though
not required, to act as an agent of the civil jurisdiction in recording the marriage contract. A couple requesting a service of
Christian marriage shall receive instruction from the teaching
elder, who may agree to the couple’s request only if, in the
judgment of the teaching elder, the couple demonstrate sufficient understanding of the nature of the marriage covenant
and commitment to living their lives together according to its
values. In making this decision, the teaching elder may seek the
counsel of the session, which has authority to permit or deny
the use of church property for a marriage service.

4.9004

The marriage service shall be conducted in a manner appropriate to this covenant and to the forms of Reformed worship, under the direction of the teaching elder and the supervision of the session (W-1.4004–.4006). In a service of marriage,
the couple marry each other by exchanging mutual promises.

W-4.9000:
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W-4.9004.10003

The teaching elder witnesses the couple’s promises and pronounces God’s blessing upon their union. The community of
faith pledges to support the couple in upholding their promises;
prayers may be offered for the couple, for the communities that
support them, and for all who seek to live in faithfulness.
W-4.9005

A service of worship recognizing a civil marriage and
confirming it in the community of faith may be appropriate
when requested by the couple. The service will be similar to
the marriage service except that the statements made shall
reflect the fact that the couple is already married to one another according to the laws of the civil jurisdiction.

W-4.9006

Nothing herein shall compel a teaching elder to perform
nor compel a session to authorize the use of church property
for a marriage service that the teaching elder or the session
believes is contrary to the teaching elder’s or the session’s
discernment of the Holy Spirit and their understanding of the
Word of God.

W-4.10000

10. Services on the Occasion of Death

W-4.10001
Christians
and Death

The resurrection is a central doctrine of the Christian faith
and shapes Christians’ attitudes and responses to the event of
death. Death brings loss, sorrow, and grief to all. In the face of
death Christians affirm with tears and joy the hope of the gospel.
Christians do not bear bereavement in isolation but are sustained
by the power of the Spirit and the community of faith. The church
offers a ministry of love and hope to all who grieve. (W-6.3006)

W-4.10002
Planning
Arrangements

Because it is difficult under emotional stress to plan wisely,
the session should encourage members to discuss and plan in
advance the arrangements which will be necessary at the time of
death, including decisions about the Christian options of burial,
cremation, or donation for medical purposes. These plans should
provide for arrangements which are simple, which bear witness to
resurrection hope, and in which the Christian community is central. The session is responsible for establishing general policies
concerning the observance of services on the occasion of death.
(W-1.4004)

W-4.10003
Setting of
the Service

The service on the occasion of death ordinarily should be
held in the usual place of worship in order to join this service to
the community’s continuing life and witness to the resurrection.

W-4.10000:
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